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always hated hunting, and he was glad to have this
excuse of selling his father's large and expensive hunting
establishments. The wild boars, which Francis had kept
in an animal park near Vienna, were systematically
killed, and even the ladies of the Court took part in
this last unsportsmanlike hunt. The members of the
Imperial family, who usually quarrelled when they were
together for any length of time, had always dined at
separate tables, waited on by their own servants. To
save money, Joseph ordered them to dine at one large
table, and his unpopularity with his brother and sisters
increased as the disharmony among them was stimulated.

Joseph's democratic tendencies caused him to open
the famous Prater Park, which had been used only by
the aristocracy, to the public. This made him extremely
unpopular with many of his courtiers, but when they
objected to sharing the Prater with mere commoners,
Joseph bitingly remarked that "if he himself were to
associate only with his equals, he would have to descend
to the vault of the Capuchin Church (where the Habsburgs
were buried) and to spend his days there."

The opening of the Prater did not please the people
as much as Joseph had hoped it would, for many of his
subjects had been disappointed when, instead of using
his inheritance to reduce their taxes, the young Emperor
had merely decreased the interest rate on the national
debt.

After he had begun to organise economies at home,
Joseph decided that the money Francis had left in
Tuscany should be returned to Austria, Joseph wrote
to Leopold, pointing out that as he himself had given
his entire inheritance to the State, this Tuscan money,
too, should be handed over.                                          v

As Tuscany  was an extremely poor principality,